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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to the Night Wing Technical Rider!  Please take the time to read through and highlight the areas which you will most need to focus on.  Upon doing so we ask that you sign and return the final pages of this Technical Rider.  We recognize that being the sponsor of a Rock Band can be tough.  We hope that these notes will put your mind at ease and allow you to gather the needed details together fairly quickly.  Thank you for your interest in the United States Air Force Heartland of America Band. 
ARRIVAL

PERFORMANCE LOCATION: _____________________________________________

DATE OF PERFORMANCE: _____________ 

NIGHT WING WILL ARRIVE AT APPROXIMATELY: ______________________

PERFORMANCE TIME:_____________ 

A. The hall or performance area should be available approximately three hours prior to our scheduled performance.  The exact setup time will be determined prior to our arrival at the facility.  Sponsor will help determine this time.
B. We require a representative who has complete access to, and is fully knowledgeable about the facility.  
EQUIPMENT & 5-TON TRUCK ARRIVAL
Approximately 8000 lb. of equipment is packed in heavy-duty flight cases with wheels.  Most of these cases are extremely heavy and awkward.  In the interest of safety, moving equipment up and down stairs must be avoided. Please make appropriate ramps available if stairs should present a problem.  Often, civilians will be very kind and offer to help the band unload the equipment.  Unfortunately, because of Air Force liability issues, we cannot accept it.
PARKING FACILITIES

Parking spaces are required for 1 large U-haul-type (specifically a 5-ton boxed truck) and 1 van.  If parking passes are required, please be proactive and mail or email that to the operations representative.

STAGE REQUIREMENTS

Minimum stage dimensions of 24 feet wide by 24 feet deep are required.  In addition, the stage area must be a clean, dry, and level surface.  (The picture diagram is not necessarily current but gives the sponsor an idea of what the bands’ layout is typically.)  

STAGE DIAGRAM & DIMENSIONS
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  Audience Members throughout Area
STAGE PREPARATION PRIOR TO OUR ARRIVAL

A. A minimum of 3-hours prior to performance, the stage should be set up, cleared and ready for load-in.  The band will then set-up and sound check.  Again, this takes three solid hours and is not negotiable.  
B. The band cannot share the stage with other performers, events, etc.  Some, but few exceptions are made.  i.e., Big productions such as Neil McCoy, Jo Dee Messina
C. For safety reasons, the stage and load out area must be clear of public traffic one full hour and a half after each performance.  The band will begin tearing down the gear during this time.

D. Minimum door size of 60" wide by 84" tall is required for loading and unloading of large cases.  Sufficient overhead lighting is required at the loading dock and on-stage for load-in/load-out.
E. Outdoors, the equipment truck must be able to back up directly to the stage area.

LIGHTING AND FOLLOW SPOT REQUIREMENTS

A. For school gymnasium performances, there is no special lighting required other than white overhead lighting.

B. For auditoriums, concert halls, and hotel/convention ballrooms, overhead white lighting is suitable.  An experienced lighting technician must operate lighting.

C. The sponsor or hall must provide lighting technicians. They should be in place 15 minutes prior to scheduled performance time.

D. For auditoriums, hotel convention halls, etc., lighting with a qualified light technician is preferred.  For small hotel or service club ballrooms, we can provide our own lighting.  If we must provide our own light system, please be advised that we will require additional electrical circuits. See Audio/Electrical circuits section.

DRESSING ROOMS
A.  One men’s dressing room to accommodate 5 males.  One woman’s dressing to accommodate 2 females.  Preferable those rooms should be furnished with coat racks, mirrors, and tables.  Further, they should be in close proximity to rest room facilities and securable.

CASE STORAGE AREA

A secure storage area approximately 15’ by 15’ is necessary to hold our empty equipment cases (requirement can be waived for some outdoor performances).

AUDIO/ELECTRICAL CIRCUITS

A.  Six (6) separate 20-amp circuits, 120V grounded A/C circuits are required for audio and band equipment.  (Reminder: This DOES NOT mean 6 outlets on the wall.  If you are unsure, please have a qualifying electrical engineer from your event contact us.)  These circuits should be within 20 feet of the stage. 

B.  If we must bring our own stage lighting, one (1) additional separate 20-amp circuit is required.
NOTE: CIRCUITS MUST BE DEDICATED AND NOT TIED TO DIMMERS, HOUSE LIGHTING, VIDEO, PODIUM, AND OUTSIDE SOUND VENDORS, ETC.  THE CIRCUITS CANNOT BE SHARED WITH OTHER PERFORMERS, VENDORS, ETC.
CONSOLE MIXING AREA

A.  The house audio mix position must be located in full view of the stage, not less than 50 feet from the front of the stage, and as close to center of the house as possible.

B.  An area of 8 feet wide by 5 feet deep is required.

SOUNDCHECKS

Indoors, the band requires a closed-house sound check prior to every performance.  Outdoors, the band must be able to sound check for a full three (3) hours prior to the event.  Please keep this in mind when scheduling other events.  Before ANY event takes the stage, a minimum of 1 ½ hours after the show is necessary for tear down (requirement can be waived for large productions only).
FINAL NOTES for the Sponsor:
You are the POC (point of contact) for the band.   Your care for the requirements will be incredibly important to the success of your event.  Please understand that some of these requirements are negotiable while others simply are not.  If you have any concerns, please contact the Operations Representative (Road Manager) immediately.  
SPONSOR:  Please arrive at the time the band will begin to set-up for the event for a meet n’ greet.  Also, it will allow for any needed updates to the performance or staging.  
Reminder, have a certified house electrician available at that time to help locate the six separate circuits for the band as well.  If power is not correct, we risk ruining $250K of gear.
Thank you for paying careful attention to these requirements.   Please fill out & digitally sign the bottom agreement. Please e-mail, fax, or mail the two-page BAND PERFORMANCE SITE CHECK LIST at the end of this document. (If you are mailing or faxing please email me so I can be sure to look for the document.)  
Please ensure to keep requirements on hand for future reference.  If problems exist or you have any questions, please contact me.  
Thank you for your cooperation and we look forward to playing for your event!  Thank you as well for your interest in the USAF Heartland of America Band, Night Wing!
SSgt Timothy Rogers, USAF
USAF Heartland of America Band

109 Washington SQ, STE 111

Offutt AFB NE  68123-2126

Timothy.Rogers@offutt.af.mil 

(402) 294-0433– DSN 271-0433
FAX:  (402)294-7427
THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE HEARTLAND OF AMERICA BAND PERFORMANCE SITE CHECKLIST

PERFORMANCE LOCATION: _____________________________________________

DATE OF PERFORMANCE: _____________ 

NIGHT WING WILL ARRIVE AT APPROXIMATELY: ______________________

PERFORMANCE TIME:_____________ AUDIENCE SEATING CAPACITY


ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP:


EVENT COORDINATOR:
 PHONE: (         )


STAGE MANAGER:
 PHONE: (         )


HOUSE ELECTRICIAN:
 PHONE: (         )


STAGE

1. STAGE SIZE NEGOTIATED WITH HOTEL OR PERFORMANCE LOCATION: _________________________________________________________
2. LOCATION OF DOCK (STREET/WHICH SIDE OF BLDG.):

a. PASSESS REQUIRED FOR PARKING?   YES /  NO  (circle one)

5. Will anybody else be using the stage?______________


     If yes, when? (Provide plenty of detail please who, when, where, set up times etc)_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(Questions? Please review “Sound checks” above)

AUDIO

1.
DESCRIBE AREA FOR MIXING CONSOLE:


2.
Number of SEPARATE 20 AMP you will have available (this equals 120V, GROUNDED A/C CIRCUITS ON INDIV. BREAKERS)  Questions?  Please review “Audio/Electrical” above):


DRESSING ROOMS

1.
MEN'S ROOM (LOCKABLE) (COAT RACKS) (MIRROR) (RESTROOM) 
#


2.
WOMEN’S ROOM (LOCKABLE) (COAT RACKS) (RESTROOM) (MIRROR)
#


3.
INSTRUMENT STORAGE AREA (LOCKABLE) #


I have read the USAF Heartland of America Band Technical Rider and agree to supply the minimum requirements.  I acknowledge that the above information is correct to the best of my ability by (PRINT NAME)__________________________  and will adhere to the agreement.  Failure to do so could result in a “No Go” status and would therefore result in having to cancel the performance of the USAF Band.

Signature:________________________________________   Dated:__________________
One more reminder.  We arrive with a 5 TON truck full of gear.  The care needed to ensure a safe event for the band and successful event for you, starts with good information from you.  Thank you in advance for your help!  We greatly appreciate it!

Thank you for your interest in the Heartland of America Band.
PLEASE EMAIL OR FAX THE PERFORMANCE SITE CHECKLIST TO:

Timothy Rogers, SSgt, USAF - Night Wing Operations 
USAF Heartland of America Band
109 Washington Square Suite 111

Offutt AFB NE  68123-2126

Timothy.Rogers@offutt.af.mil 

PHONE: (402) 294-0433 or DSN 271-0433
FAX: (402)294-7427
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